
Sugar 

high 

Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival satisfies 
sweet tooth. 
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Road 

warriors 

Hockey tournament 
heats up at 
Waterloo campus. 
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Cambridge food bank 
benefits from 
student fundraiser 

ossa? “tr -SJ S3HS 

food bank^waa^retdly 

. it in setting up our dis- Dumfries. 0 

piny for the day's event." said are helped each month and 35 
Cynthia Ross, a general busi- community organizatior 
ness student. provided with food. 


SAIGON HOOKERS better than a case of beer 


New F-wingto include student ‘touch-down’ zone 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

If you had to live out the rest of your 


be 



"Pirates of the Caribbean, 
to chill with Jack Sparrow 
and have crazy adventures 


Mike Cormier, 

broadcast journalism 


why? 


“Aladdin. First there's 
magic, then treasure, 
adventure, it's warm 
and there's scantily-clad 
princesses." 


Ian Doyle, 




"Peter Pan because I loved 
that movie as a kid." 


Jessica Vink, 



“Pirates of the Caribbean. 
Johnny Depp? Living with 
him? Not bad at all." 





JTheUon King because it's 


Chelsea Turvey, 

first-year 

pre-health 



"Beauty and the Beast 
because the beast is hot, I 
get to live in a castle and all 
the dishes talk to me." 



Smile Conestoga, you could be c 


i respondent! 


Job fair best one yet 




Tuition cap not long enough 
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„ More than your average online game 


Not of millions of dollars, 
new car, or even a three- 
storey house. No, this man is 
dreaming of what people can 
do with their online sports 
teams and how he can help 
them get there. 

Ivan Krechnak, creator of 
powcrplaymanager.com, 
played many online sports 
games before starting this 

"The first one I played was 
MIKA. I was helping the cre- 
ators there a little bit," said 
Krechnak in an interview 
with Powerplay Magazine. "I 
helped in a similar way the 
testers are helping us here, 
even though they didn't have 

He found a man who went 
by the same nickname as a 
former elementary school 

T asked him if it was him. 
and it was. We hadn't met for 
some 10 years. He told me he 
had been working on his own 
project related to hockey and 
asked me if I could help him." 

The project he’s referring to 
was called Hockey Arena. 
They started with about 200 
users for the game, and quick- 
ly managed to get up to 
30,000. 

“Bock then it was a huge 
success. When the project 
reached these heights and the 


ful, conflicts began to arise 
and I took it really hard," said 
Krechnak. "People demanded 
new things, and I couldn't 
influence the development 
directly." 

There was no sense in 
Krechnak continuing on in 
that fashion. He soon decided 
to break away and use his 
experience to start something 

“My friend Maxo (Juraj 
Maxian) has a good head for 
math and he’s also a veteran 
of many manager games. He 
agreed to start a project with 
me,” said Krechnak. 

He also needed a good pro- 
gram writer. 

When he worked for Hockey 
Arena, he knew somebody by 
the screen name Giocl 
(Vladimir Supik), “whom I 
considered to be the right per- 
son for us. I contacted him 
and he agreed and so we 
started working on the power- 
play manager project.” 

Powerplaymanager.com is 
an online hockey manager 
game. You can sign players, 
send them to the free agent 
market, adjust your lines and 
tactics and improve your 
arena, medical centre and 
scouting, right down to custo- 


dial services, among other 
things. At the start, you're 
given S2 million and enough 
players to fill four lines. If you 
want to expand on that, you 
need to buy the pro pack, 
which allows you to analyze 
the other teams' tactics, put 
numbers on your players’ jer- 
seys, make your own jersey 
and send game invitations up 
to 1 20 days in advance. 

Krechnak knows without 
the pro pack owners, the proj- 
ect wouldn't be feasible. 

“If it wasn’t for them, we’d 
have folded a long time ago," 
he said. “We appreciate their 
support a lot. The first (few) 
years we were funding every- 
thing ourselves and overall it 
was a lot of money.” 

Today the company has six 
full-time employees. One of 
them is Vlady Danis. 

Danis became a part of the 
company six months after the 
project went online. 

“1 joined on October 8, 2007, 
and, as I have mentioned, I 
got involved straight from the 
start." said Danis. “I saw an 
announcement that they 
needed a translator, so I vol- 
unteered. At first I was a reg- 
ular translator, but I quickly 
proved myself amt gradually 

got more and more responsi- 

Krechnak also has the 
responsibility of looking at 
changes to be made if the 
users are unhappy, a role he 
said isn't as easy as some peo- 
ple think. 

“Many people think that 
everything is so easy, and 
they don't know the circum- 
stances,” he said. “On the 
other hand, these complain- 
ers often help us to find errors 
which we otherwise wouldn't 
have found. That is very 
important, and in a way, I'm 
very thankful for that. 
However, those who are com- 
plaining about pro packs are 
just getting on my nerves." 

Users are not forced to buy 
the pro pack, but Krechnak 
wants everyone to under- 
stand that “we have to attract 
people to buy pro packs. 
Otherwise, this project 
wouldn’t be able to survive 
and they wouldn't be able to 
play at all.” 

Though the numbers vary 
by country, approximately 
nine per cent of users own the 
pro pack. 

The two best countries per- 
centage-wise are Switzerland 
and Norway. Eventually he'd 
like to see about 15 to 20 per 
cent of users with a pro pack. 

All players have an account, 
where they keep track of their 

watch their team's ascent or 
descent through the stand- 
ings in the various leagues. 



„ , PHOTO BY MITCH MUIR 

Powerplaymanager.com Is an online hockey manager game. You can take time at home or at a 
friend s house to check your teams. You can also check on the team during school or work, but be 
sure to minimize the page before the boss or teacher sees. 


how many goals have been 
scored for and against their 
team, alj^ of their players' 

Each week all-stars of the 
week are named based on the 
statistics compiled by differ- 
ent players. 

Money is also awarded to 
teams if players have high 
stats, such as goals, assists, 
points and goals against aver- 
age for goalies. 

The team is also awarded 
money based on where they 
finish in the regular season 
and playoffs. 

The pro pack allows players 
to do much more than that. If 
you purchase it, you will be 
able to see exactly what the 
other team is doing in terms 
of what tactics they’re about 
to play against your team and 
how often they've played 
those tactics. You can also 
nickname your players, paint 
your ice rink and much more. 

Every team with or without 
a pro pack is now seven 
games into the fourth season. 

There are many different 
levels you con play. 

It ranges from your stan- 
dard league team to playing 
with your team in the 
National Cup League, all the 
way to international games 
against other countries. 

Team Canada assistant cap- 
tain Scott VanBommel, a 
Guelph resident, led his 
Guelph Gryphons to the top of 
league II.2 in season three. 
His team is now in league 1. 1 
in Canada, the biggest and 
best league in the country. 

“I became involved with 


ppm, like many other people, 
via Google," said 
VanBommel, who is the assis- 
tant captain under Paul 
Bisanti of Waterloo, who runs 
Bizan HC on Powerplay. “I 
have played offline soccer 
manager games over the past 
few years, but I am clearly a 
hockey fan at heart." 

He also looked at other 

“I’ve looked at a few others, 
but I have to admit, it didn't 
take long for me to become a 
self-proclaimed addict of 

He signed up at the end of 
March 2009. He said at first it 
was overwhelming because 
they were still in the testing 
stages, but he quickly got 
hooked once everything began 
to smooth out. 

“I got to know the game 
much better and slowly got 
hooked,” said VanBommel. 
“Now I check it as frequently 
if not more than my email." 

Despite being second in 
command, it takes very little 
time to do the job. 

'The beauty of ppm is the 
fact it can take up as little or 

said VanBommel. “You can 
check on it weekly if you wish, 
(but) to have the best impact 
on your team, one should 
check it at least daily or bi- 

He tends to spend a few 
hours a day on the site. 

“None devoted exclusively, 
of course, but just check 
things every now and again. 
Set my lines, manage my 
practices and finances and all 
that kind of stuff,” said 


VanBommel. 

Of course, with people log- 
ami the rapid expansion of 
the gome, servers have been 
constantly overloaded. 

“Every day new managers 
sign up," said VanBommel. 
‘The increased load on the 
servers has been so drastic 
and so quick that they had to 
purchase several new servers 
to accommodate the load. 
Given the economy right now, 
this was a big decision but 
they did not want to sacrifice 
any part of the game and 
made the investment. 

In a few weeks time the 
transition should be complete 
and everyone can reap the 
benefits." 

Krechnak has kept his eye 
on the economy just like 
everyone else. 

“I wish for the sake of ppm 


he said. “That would bring us 
money and eventually it 
would lead to faster develop- 
ment of other sports and also 
we could give a lot of things 
from the pro pack to all 

Provided the site doesn't 
have a huge issue crop up, it 
should survive, based on the 
rate at which it’s expanding. 
You can register a team by 
going to www.powerplayman- 

For the future, look for the 
addition of soccer, baseball, 
volleyball, triathlon, racing, 
tennis, basketball and hand- 
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Canada’s deficit 
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GROCERY 

ocwMse. 

SHOPPING? 

Generously share 
your groceries 

April 13 - 14 


near Door 3 


maccr 

food and cash donations accepted 


w 

Food Bank 



COUNSELLOR'S CORNER: A Healthy 
Lifestyle 



mean reserving several hours a week for a fitness activity we enjoy. 
We need friends we can talk to about personal matters and daily life, 
and people to just "hang out' with and do something purely for fun. We 
need to feel comfortable in being alone, with time for relaxation and 
quiet reflection. 

Getting eight hours of sleep nightly, eating at least one hot, balanced 
meal daily, maintaining appropriate body weight and monitoring our use 
of alcohol, caffeine and tobacco are choices that will help us live longer 
and prevent illness. 

Living a healthy lifestyle will also help now, by boosting concentration, 
memory and stamina. Having a balanced, healthy lifestyle helps us feel 
more relaxed, in control of the present and our future direction. 

A Message from Counselling Services. 1A101. 
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It’s a long road to the pros 


Jeff Skinner is balancing 
the OHL playoffs, high school 
and the pursuit of the NHL 

By GREG COWAN after missing the playoffs last 

hockey players. Then, we they expect to make any 

St SttSSSS "”i. first „ , 


twood CoUegiate's Jeff a lot 
trwiU probably accom- Skinn 






ss rirrmr: 

r , ,ssr s: zriX“ss sftM. — ■ 

JKSttSS: sSSSsa 
;zi ssstss S rss svs.? 
SSS Eli*: S ’tzX. * M . 
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:k walls of the Ranger’s balance, but it is all part of views, 
dressing room. being an athlete. It is not The pesky performer may be 



llliS gSpas ~~ 
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Conestoga students competed in the first ever Road Hockey Rumble 
paced game between Channel 4 News Team and the Blazers. 


ent March 24 at the Waterloo i 


PHOTOS BY FREEMAN CARTER 

; watching, the finals were a fast- 


burn up the competition 
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‘That's a hugs thing for this 
album, that wcvc n«ver har- 
monized anything, It's 
been th ret. ^ulta^^BB^ 

bass, drums, 
that's V£. Now, 

having a drum.- ^ A 
mer that's must 
sally a drummer, 
and two guitar 
players, and three^lngers. 
Instead of being a slice of 
bread we're a loaf ofbread. 
instead of a beer we're a case 
of beer, with shots, and then 
you get laid after, because 
It's that good.' 


SPOKE talks to Tommy 
Smokes and Streetknife 
of the Saigon Hookers 

SPOKE: Tell us about the 
new album. 

Smokes: i think it's really 
cool. Instead of Hello Rock & 
Roll or even Kings of Regrel. 
playing just one type of music 
straight out, we sort of just 
decided to play whatever we 


il, all acoustic, and inslea. 
writing lyrics about sti 
things, they're actually ms 
mgful, to me, at least. Th 
are some political slateme 
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EARTH HOUR energizing 


A GLIMPSE AT THE NEW F-WING 



Davenport University has developed degr 
you to transfer credits toward a bachelor’s 


i completion partnerships ■ 

master's degree. 


Due to generous transfer credits, many graduates with a three year diploma 
can complete a bachelor's degree with as few as 10 Davenport classes. 


Benefits of an online degree: 

• NO VISAS Earn your degree completely online. 

• 24/7 AVAILABILITY Take classes any time, work around scheduled commitments. 

• AFFORDABLE Scholarships or partnership tuition rates are available. 


ihips6davenport.edu 


TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY. 


Davenport 

university 


Complete your bachelor’s degree with 
Davenport University. 


BUSINESS | TECHNOLOGY | HEALTH 


www.davenport.edu/capartners 
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Getting a kick out of tae kwan moo do 


•Tournament held on campus 
for the 34th straight year 




FIRST F-WING 
PHASE 


ALMOST COMPLETE 




coll ege pro SUMMER 

PAINTERS JOBS 

COLLEGE PRO PAINTERS 
is presently looking for responsible / hard- 
working University or College 
students for: 

Full-Time Painting Positions 
May - August 
No experience required, 
we will train you to paint. 
Positions available in your area. 

If interested call 1-888-277-9787 
or apply online at www.colleaepro.com 
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Remember Me 
unforgettable 


By MICHELLE SOMMER 

1 have to admit I was skep- 
tical. First off, the theatre 
held 25 females and at the 
first sign of Robert Pattinson 
in Remember Me, 1 could 
have sworn i heard little oohs 
and aahs. 

So, along with two dozen 
Twi-Hard fans, 1 settled into 
a chair in the theatre for what 
I assumed was going to be a 
long, sappy love story with 
Pattinson playing the dark 

But my lazy position in the 
theatre seat didn’t last long. 
The movie opened with a dra- 
matic scene of a mother and 
her little girl waiting for the 
subway, followed by the 
mother being murdered in 
front of her child. 



It was definitely not the 
kind of romantic drama I’d 
been expecting, seeing as it 
had an equal amount of 
drama and romance. 

The plot of this movie was 
incredible; detailed and very 
thorough. And I had to admit 
that the actors did an amaz- 
ing job. Pattinson, although 
he kept his signature messy 
hair and somewhat edgy 
character, did a good job of 
staying away from his 
Edward character in the 
Twilight films. 

He was far from perfect in 
the film, unlike his previous 
vampire character. He 
smoked, he drank and he had 
one night stands; of course, 
that all changes when Ally 



when he came into hers 

Besides dealing with the 
consequences of his bad-boy 
character and falling in love 
with Ally, Pattinson, or Tyler 
as his name is in the film, 
also deals with family mat- 
ters, including the death of 
his brother six years prior 
and a separation between his 
father and his sister. 

Ally, played by Emilie de 
Ravin, was a witty 21-year- 
old and the same little girl 
who had witnessed her moth- 
er's death 10 years earlier. 
She did an impressive job of 
combining her portrayal as 
the innocent daughter of a 
police officer and the some- 

with the bad boy. 

Ruby Jerins, who played the 
adorable little sister of 
Pattinson, was a good addi- 
tion to the film; she added 
some much needed simplicity 
and charm. 

The only thing that was 
mildly annoying was the two 
make-out scenes that sprang 
out of nowhere, but that’s 
only to be expected in a 
romantic film. 

What made this movie so 
memorable for me was the 
ending; a total shock and sur- 
prise. For the sake of those 
who still plan on watching this 
film, I'll refrain from saying 
whether it was good or bad. 
But I will say there were a 
couple of gasps in the theatre. 

I give Remember Me four 
out of five stars, mainly for 
the significant impression it 
left on me and for its ability to 
nearly bring me to tears, 
something thnt rarely occurs 
during movies. 


iT70.'50OFFj 

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
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EASY AS PIE AND JUST AS TASTY 



PHOTO BY SARAH MACINTOSH 


Tyler Belan, left, a first-year business accounting student, and Vance Taibossigal, a second-year diet 
tech student, keep their hands behind their backs as they stuff their faces during a pie-eating contest 
at Conestoga Residence on March 25. 



Tasha Roberts, a first-year business management student, got a friend to hold her hair back as she 
tried to win the pie-eating contest. 
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Watch out for online scammers 
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Horoscope j|P|| 

Week of Aprils, 2010 


Aries 

March 21 - 
April 19 


October 22 

be hangi 
When yo 
morning 

some friends will 
g out in a hot tub. 

U ’ou' a wiH U find n that 
the year 2050. 

You will find out that your 
ongue is attempting to 
plit into a forked version, 
his is^a reaction to being 

\ m ? 

Taurus 

April 20 -May 20 


,}'.n Scorpio 

IfjfiS October 23- 
November 21 

On Friday you will wake 

IJ : 

I'l I 


. I Sagittarius 

November 22- 1 
(/ December 21 ; 




It was a sweet weekend in Elmira 




Nick Dasko is a second-year 
journalism student who makes these 
jgnwiijipV/ up for your amusement. 


7. Leo 

t.j July 23 - Augi 


,7 ^ Aquarius 

January 20 - 


Cancer 

,'y n June 22 - July 22 









Monday, April 5. 2010 


SPOKE • Page 15 



Conestoga 


APRIL 6, 2010 

NOON, IN THE SANCTUARY 
SIGN UP IN THE CSI OFFICE, 
ROOM 2A106 
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